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Reflecting on the 2018 Season at the CSU Mountain Campus  
Seth Webb, Director  
 

By most measures, we’ve had a very safe, successful 2018 
season at the CSU Mountain Campus (MC). At 9,000 ft. in 
a remote mountain valley with no cell service, over one 
hour from definitive medical care and law enforcement 
assistance, that’s no small feat. It takes a dedicated team of 
6 full-time staff, 30+ seasonal staff – most of whom are 
undergraduate students or recent graduates – and the support of a wide variety of CSU Main 
Campus units to pull this off. All the while being self-sufficient problem solvers with limited 
resources. Over the course of our season from mid-May to mid-October, we hosted over 300 
undergraduate natural resource students on three, 4-week field courses, nearly 120 
conference groups, over 100 plus CSU faculty, staff and alumni families, 28 elementary and 
middle schools from Fort Collins and other Front Range cities with over 1,600 students, and 
one pair of nesting Ospreys.  
 
We grappled with increasing demands from the public for our time, resources and assistance – 
phone calls, internet use, flat tire assistance, parking requests, camping and hiking 
information, medical care etc. – while trying to focus our energies and resources on mission 
critical activities that serve our students, faculty and conference guests to the best of our 
ability. We asked ourselves questions like:  
 

“Who should have access to the Mountain Campus?” “Should we put up a gate to restrict 
access?” “What’s our responsibility, if any, to the public who aren’t paying to stay with us?” 
“How do we conduct ourselves as a good neighbor, and ambassadors of Colorado State 

University, while focusing on the reasons 
we exist?”  
 
We don’t have all the answers to these 
questions just yet, but in the midst of 
these struggles, we saw lifelong 
friendships formed between students 
living and studying at the MC, strong 
bonds developed among our seasonal 
staff, student and professional work teams 
come together in unique ways, and 
hundreds of youth get connected to the 
natural world of the Rocky Mountain high 
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country. We live in a time when the opportunity to unplug in a beautiful, peaceful setting is 
critical for creating meaningful and lasting human and natural environment connections. At the 
CSU Mountain Campus, we are all proud to be a part of helping to make this happen for our 
University and Fort Collins communities. 
 

Have a Safe Holiday Season. . . Please 

Know Before You Go: Travel Safety Tips for Your Thanksgiving Holiday 

The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) encourages you and yours to be safe 
during this holiday and winter season and they offer some tips. 
 
Remember to take these simple steps to help ensure safe travel for you and your family: 
 
1. Know the risks before leaving home.   
2. Keep your gas tank above half-full.   
3. Check or have a mechanic check the following items on your vehicle: 

 
• Antifreeze levels - ensure they are sufficient to avoid freezing. 
• Brakes - check for wear and fluid levels. 
• Exhaust system - repair as necessary. Carbon monoxide is deadly and usually gives no 
warning. 
• Fuel and air filters - replace as needed.  
• Battery and ignition system - make sure they’re clean and functioning properly. 
• Heater and defroster - ensure they work properly. 
• Lights and flashing hazard lights - check for serviceability. 
• Thermostat - ensure it works properly. 
• Windshield wiper equipment - repair any problems and maintain proper washer fluid level. 
• Install good winter tires - make sure the tires have adequate tread. 

 
4. Have an emergency supply kit for your car in case it’s needed. 
 

For the full article and information:  Know Before You Go 
 

And from the National Safety Council - Enjoy a Safe Holiday Season 

Holiday safety is an issue that burns brightest from late November to mid-January, when 
families gather, parties are scheduled and travel spikes. Take some basic precautions 
to ensure your family remains safe and injury-free throughout the season. 

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2015/11/19/know-you-go-travel-safety-tips-your-thanksgiving-holiday
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/winter/infographic
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Traveling for the Holidays? Be Prepared 
Many people choose to travel during the holidays by 
automobile, with the highest fatality rate of any major form of 
transportation. In 2015, 355 people died on New Year's Day, 
386 on Thanksgiving Day and 273 on Christmas Day, 
according to Injury Facts 2017. Alcohol-impaired fatalities 
represent about one-third of the totals. 

 Use a designated driver to ensure guests make it home 
safely after a holiday party; alcohol, over-the-counter or illegal drugs all cause 

 Make sure every person in the vehicle is properly buckled up no matter how long or 
short the distance traveled 

 Put that cell phone away; many distractions can occur while driving, but cell phones are 
the main culprit 

 Properly maintain the vehicle and keep an emergency kit with you 
 Be prepared for heavy traffic, and possibly heavy snow 

 
Even Angel Hair Can Hurt 
Decorating is one of the best ways to get in a holiday mood, but emergency rooms see 
thousands of injuries involving holiday decorating every season. 

 "Angel hair," made from spun glass, can irritate your eyes and skin; always wear gloves 
or substitute non-flammable cotton 

 Spraying artificial snow can irritate your lungs if inhaled; follow directions carefully 
 Decorate the tree with your kids in mind; move ornaments that are breakable or have 

metal hooks toward the top 
 Always use the proper step ladder; don't stand on chairs or other furniture 
 Lights are among the best parts of holiday decorating; make sure there are no exposed 

or frayed wires, loose connections or broken sockets, and don't overload your electrical 
circuits 

 Plants can spruce up your holiday decorating, but keep those that may be poisonous 
(including some Poinsettias) out of reach of children or pets; the national Poison Control 
Center can be reached at (800) 222-1222 

 Make sure paths are clear so no one trips on wrapping paper, decorations, toys, etc.; 
NSC provides tips for older adults on slip, trip and fall protection 

 
It's Better to Give. . . Safely 
  
We've all heard it's important when choosing toys for infants or small children to avoid small 
parts that might prove to be a choking hazard. Here are some additional gift-related safety tips: 

 Select gifts for older adults that are not heavy or awkward to handle 

 Be aware of dangers associated with coin lithium batteries; of particular concern is the 
ingestion of button batteries 

 For answers to more of your holiday toy safety questions, check out this Consumer 
Product Safety Commission blog 

 See which toys have been recalled 

https://www.nsc.org/Connect/NSCNewsReleases/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=171
https://www.nsc.org/road-safety/safety-topics/child-passenger-safety
https://www.nsc.org/road-safety/safety-topics/distracted-driving
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/emergency-preparedness/car-kit
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/seasonal-safety/winter/driving
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/tools-resources/safety-checkup/ladders
http://www.poison.org/
http://www.poison.org/
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/older-adult-falls
http://www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/122476/281.pdf
http://www.cpsc.gov/PageFiles/122476/281.pdf
https://www.nsc.org/home-safety/safety-topics/child-safety/button-batteries
http://onsafety.cpsc.gov/blog/2013/12/19/holiday-toy-safety-qa/
http://onsafety.cpsc.gov/blog/2013/12/19/holiday-toy-safety-qa/
http://www.cpsc.gov/en/safety-education/toy-recall-statistics/
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Watch Out for Those Fire-starters 
 
Candles and Fireplaces 
Thousands of deaths are caused by fires, burns and 
other fire-related injuries every year, and 12% of 
home candle fires occur in December, the National 
Fire Protection Association reports. Increased use of 
candles and fireplaces, combined with an increase in 
the amount of combustible, seasonal decorations 
present in many homes means more risk for fire. 
 Never leave burning candles unattended or 

sleep in a room with a lit candle 
 Keep candles out of reach of children 
 Make sure candles are on stable surfaces 
 Don't burn candles near trees, curtains or any other flammable items 
 Don't burn trees, wreaths or wrapping paper in the fireplace 
 Check and clean the chimney and fireplace area at least once a year 

 
Turkey Fryers 
While many subscribe to the theory any fried food is good – even if it's not necessarily good for 
you – there is reason to be on alert if you're thinking of celebrating the holidays by frying a 
turkey. 
The Consumer Product Safety Commission reports there have been 168 turkey-fryer related 
fires, burns, explosions or carbon monoxide poisoning incidents since 2002. CPSC says 672 
people have been injured and $8 million in property damage losses have resulted from these 
incidents. 
NSC discourages the use of turkey fryers at home and urges those who prefer fried turkey to 
seek out professional establishments or consider a new oil-less turkey fryer. 
 
Don't Give the Gift of Food Poisoning 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services provides some holiday food safety tips. 
Here are a few: 

 Do not rinse raw meat and poultry before cooking 
 Use a food thermometer to make sure meat is cooked to a safe temperature 
 Refrigerate food within two hours 
 Thanksgiving leftovers are safe for four days in the refrigerator 
 Bring sauces, soups and gravies to a rolling boil when reheating 
 When storing turkey, cut the leftovers in small pieces so they will chill quickly 
 Wash your hands frequently when handling food 

 
Other Resources 

 Safe Kids Worldwide 
 Consumer Product Safety Commission 

 
 

http://www.nfpa.org/research/reports-and-statistics/fire-causes/candles
http://www.nfpa.org/research/reports-and-statistics/fire-causes/candles
http://www.csia.org/homeowner-resources/chimney_safety_overview.aspx
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/read-this-before-you-cook-your-thanksgiving-dinner-this-year-300183437.html
http://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/read-this-before-you-cook-your-thanksgiving-dinner-this-year-300183437.html
https://www.foodsafety.gov/keep/events/Winter%20Holidays/index.html
http://www.safekids.org/holiday-safety-tips
http://onsafety.cpsc.gov/blog/2013/12/19/holiday-toy-safety-qa/
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Thank You for Helping Me Steal Your Identity.  
By:   Dr. Kim Miller 
 
[The limited excerpts in this item are from an article written by Dr. Kim Miller, a fellow ASIS 
member and are used with her permission.  If you are interested in reviewing the full article, 
send me an email and I’ll get it to you.  Bob] 

Your Online Presence is Real!  

Whether you choose to hide your head in the sand, or deal with it, the challenges and dangers 
are not going away.   Being educated, aware and prepared will help you mitigate your losses. 
With that in mind, this article will focus on how easy it is for a fraudster to ruin your life, steal 
your identity and otherwise make you wish you had removed your information sooner! 

How Is Your Identity Stolen? 

Your identity and personal information is always at risk and can be stolen long before you 
realize you're a victim. In most cases of identity theft, you don't find out you are a victim until 
you review your credit card statement or receive notices in the mail about new accounts you 
didn't open, charges you didn't make, or until you're contacted by a debt collector. 

Common Names Make You More Susceptible to Identity Theft 

Those of you with common names have often stated "no one can find me on the web because 
my name is too common".  The fraudster can find you.  Perhaps they work with you and know 
the town where you live.  With a few clicks, they have your address, birthdate, relatives, 
etc.  The fraudster does not have to be unknown.  Perhaps it is a disgruntled coworker, 
employee, or someone who just does not like you.  You have made it very easy with your 
complacency to have them wreak havoc on your life. 

Who is the Fraudster:  Beware of Wolves in Sheep's Clothing 

It is very difficult to know who is trying to compromise your identity. In fact, it can be your 
employee, coworker, neighbor, ex-spouse, or anyone with access to your data and a grudge 
against you. 

Recognizing that the threat can come from anywhere, you must be careful regarding the 
information you share.  For example, fellow employees know each other's vacation plans. 
When someone is traveling this is a perfect time to do online research and determine where 
the person lives. Now the fraudster employees know when you will be traveling and where you 
live. As the fraudster would say – "Thank you for not removing your information from 
the internet!" 

 

The situation is made worse when it is not addressed quickly. But since most people are not 

expecting their identity to be stolen, they are not alert to any potential warning signs until some 

time has passed. Based on Experian.com, it typically takes three months for the majority of people 

find out they have been victims of identity theft.  However, it is important to note that according to 

the same report, 16% of people didn't find out that their identity was stolen for three years. 
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Vacation Plans Should Not Be Public Knowledge 

When you discuss your vacation plans you are very excited to share the good news with those 
around you – including how far you will be and how long you will be away.  As the fraudster 
would say, "Thank you for providing this information."   

If you are traveling for business, this information should be minimized and not discussed 
openly in the office, as the same type of theft noted above can occur. 

Your Vehicle Registration is Rich with Data 

The fraudster may be a co-worker, employee, friend, or a neighbor who notices the car you are 
driving. A simple click on a vehicle website will tell him where you 
live, the VIN number, and your phone number.  If you had removed 
your personal information from the web, this would not be an issue. 

 

[editor’s note:  I don’t leave my registration or insurance 
information, or other identifying papers in my car.  If it gets illegally 
entered, that information can be taken along with any valuables.  
Keep your valuables out of sight – better yet – keep them secured!  
Bob] 

Scamming the Mourners 

Fraudsters have no limits on their creativity and they are willing to take advantage of any 
situation. This works especially well when their victims are most vulnerable. So, when 
reviewing the obituaries, the fraudster notes that Aunt Maggie passed away and the widower 
and family is from Anytown, USA.  Because Aunt Maggie and her family did not remove their 
information from the internet, the fraudster can easily locate the address. Once the funeral is 
over and the widower is home alone, a sympathy card from an old friend who supposedly 
volunteered with Maggie arrives.  The friend would like to call or visit the widower and provides 
a phone number. 

The FTC reported that 35% of fraud complaints and 18.9% of ID theft complaints impacted 
seniors (Americans who are 60 years or older) in 2017.  "Thank you for not removing your 
information from the internet!" 

Synthetic ID Theft – The New Frontier 

Believe it or not, the situation can get even worse. Experian.com reminds us that now that the 
fraudster has all your personal information, they can perpetuate a synthetic identity theft. This 
occurs when criminals create a fictitious identity using various pieces of real and fabricated 
information-such as a Social Security number, date of birth, address, phone number and email. 
Again, the fraudster is pleased with the outcome, saying, "Thank you for not removing your 
information from the internet!" 

Conclusion 

As you can see, most of us are making it relatively simple for our identity to be stolen. We do 
little to protect our data and are naïve enough to believe that we are safe from online identity 
theft. 
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Being aware to all the possibilities is just the first step you need to take.  Next you need to act 
on your knowledge, be thoughtful about sharing important information and protect your data –
most specifically by simply removing it from the public domain! 

 

 

 

 

Author: 

  

 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

_____________________ 

 

Bystanders ARE First Responders! 
I saw the quote to the right in a recent internet article. 
 
As most of you know, our emergency manager and 
CSUPD are putting together a more in-depth training for 
STOP THE BLEED and response to violence situations.  
We give a basic introduction to these topics in 
Readiness Resources training at TOD, but we strongly 
encourage you to attend the more extensive training if 
possible.  No one expects you to respond to a situation, 
that’s what police and firefighters do, but, if you are IN 
THE SITUATION, you need to know basic survival skills 
for your benefit and the benefit of co-workers, family, 
and friends.  We hope to see you in class soon! 

____________________ 
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From Risk Management 
The Office of Risk Management and Insurance is comprised of experts in the fields of 

insurance, loss prevention and control, risk management, ergonomics, liability, temporary 
modified duty and workers compensation. 
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What Do You Know About Bullying? 
It’s a hard time to grow up.  It’s always been a hard time to grow up, but now kids have tools that allow 
them to bully anonymously and from a distance.  In the following excerpts from a CAMPUS SAFETY e-
newsletter, you’ll learn that definitions are expanding as technology makes it easier.  Talk with your kids 
– they may think it’s a hard time to grow up too. October was Bullying Awareness Month.  Bob 

“There are four types of bullying: verbal, social, 
physical, and now cyberbullying. Below you’ll find 
some good resources to determine whether this 
problem effects your children and what to do in 
response if they are being bullied.  Help them know; 
help them grow! 

Stopbullying.gov identifies three main categories: 
Verbal, social and physical bullying. Other groups, 
including parents.com, have now added cyberbullying 
to that list. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
define bullying as “any unwanted aggressive behaviors 
by another youth or group of youth who are not siblings 
or current dating partners that involves an observed or 
perceived power imbalance and is repeated multiple times or is highly likely to be repeated.”’ 

 

 

____________________ 

  

Bullying occurs at all ages but tends to 
be most common in the middle-school 

years. It can take multiple forms—
physical (hitting, kicking, pushing); 
social (name calling, spreading rumors); 

and emotional (excluding someone, 
making embarrassing comments). 
Bullying can happen on the playground, 

in the school bus, in school hallways, or 
online. It is a major discipline issue in 
our nation’s schools. 
 

 

https://www.stopbullying.gov/
https://www.parents.com/search/site/bullying/
https://search.cdc.gov/search/?query=bullying&sitelimit=&utf8=%E2%9C%93&affiliate=cdc-main
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From Community Resources 
By Emma Chavez 
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Coming Spring Semester!! 
We had four people interested in the fall session of Designing Simple Drills and Exercises 
class and we need five to actually hold the class.  Two of the potential students we had to turn 
down are from a federal facility and we would LOVE to offer this class in early Spring 
Semester.  Watch your email for spring class offerings. 
 
As you all know, we’ll offer the Introduction to the Proctor Role, Ready Colorado State, and 
Readiness Resources too.  Looking forward to seeing you all – have a restful winter break. 

 

 

 

 
 

Ready Colorado State Newsletter is published six times each year – January, March, May, 

July, September, and November and distributed to your Building Proctors.  It includes information 
from Building Proctors, campus staff and faculty, from businesses and professional groups and 

publications, government sources, and from other campuses throughout Colorado and Wyoming.  
These articles are put together by your Proctor Development Training Team, a campus wide coalition 

of peers concerned about preparedness, safety, and YOU.  
 

 See your proctor to see what’s up in readiness here at CSU! 
 

This is your publication:  if you have information that may be included here for the benefit of your 
fellow proctors, please send it to Bob Chaffee at Training and Organizational Development at this 

email address:  bob.chaffee@colostate.edu 

mailto:bob.chaffee@colostate.edu

